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MEC PILLAY PAYS TRIBUTE TO FORMER HOD, MR. SIMISO MAGAGULA
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On behalf of KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Treasury, I pay tribute to our former Head of Department, Mr. Simiso Magagula, 
who served his last day on Tuesday, 30 June 2020. Mr. Magagula has achieved an outstanding period of service at 
KwaZulu-Natal Treasury.

He joined the department on 1 October 2005 as the Deputy Director General: Fiscal Resources Management. His 
remarkable leadership abilities, charismatic personality and mannerisms soon led him being formally appointed as the 
acting Head of Department. On 1 April 2010 he was officially appointed into that position. 

He devoted himself to serving this Department with excellence, professionalism and loyalty. This earned him the 
National accolade of the best serving Head of Department in the country in 2016. Another achievement under his 
leadership is that the department achieved consecutive clean audits for the last 10 years. He is passionate about
transforming the economy and was committed to empowering his women management team to ensure that 50% of 
management positions are indeed occupied by women. 

Mr. Magagula leaves behind a legacy of decisiveness, excellence, professionalism, care and respect. I am certain that 
this will be an enduring legacy. It is a moment of sadness to witness the departure of one of our own who has served so 
well. We thank him for his outstanding contribution and wish him the very best in his future endeavours. 

Mr. Simiso Magagula praised by MEC Pillay for his outstanding period of service at Provincial Treasury 
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MESSAGE BY MEC PILLAY ON THE APPOINTMENT OF ACTING HOD, MRS. NELI SHEZI

Please be advised that Mrs Nelisiwe Shezi has been appointed as Acting Head of Department for KwaZulu-Natal 
Treasury with effect from 1 July 2020. Mrs Shezi  served as Deputy Director-General: Fiscal Resources Management at KZN 
Treasury.

Armed with a Social Science Degree, an Honours Degree 
and a Masters Degree in Economics and various other 
management courses, Mrs Shezi is well-equipped for 
administrative leadership.

She has proven to be a capable and efficient 
administrator with sound experience in managing public
finances. She worked as a Researcher for the Financial and 
Fiscal Commission and then joined KZN Provincial Treasury.
 
She left Treasury and had a short stint at 
Msunduzi Municipality. Mrs Shezi thereafter  spent nine 
years with Ithala Development Finance Corporation, first 
as a Divisional Manager for Business Finance, and then 
as a Divisional Manager for Group Strategy. The public 
finance bug drove her back to the Provincial Treasury in 

2015.
Apart from having amassed experience in the acting role 
as Head of Department within KZN Treasury from time to 
time during her second stint with the department, she has 
recently spent the 2019/2020 financial year deployed 
by the KZN Provincial Government as Acting Head of 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. 

She thereafter returned to her KZN Treasury position as 
DDG: Fiscal Resources Management, a position that put 
her at the helm of the preparation of the province’s
budget.  

I wish her well in this important appointment and trust 
that all members of staff will afford her full support and 
cooperation. 

MEC Pillay urges staff to support and cooperate with the acting Head of Department, Mrs Neli Shezi.
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DEBUNK FAKE NEWS AND SPREAD CORRECT INFORMATION ON COVID-19, MEC PILLAY URGES
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KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC, Ravi Pillay, has 
urged leaders of municipalities and various 
structures in the uMgungundlovu District Municipality 
to be “information champions” in efforts to contain the
 rapid spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). MEC Pillay said 
constantly debunking fake news is going to be 
crucial as the country works hard to contain the spread of 
COVID-19 cases.

He added that ensuring that the correct information 
cascades to all the war rooms, wards and villages would be 
crucial in ensuring that the country flattens the curve which 
would, in turn, ensure that the healthcare system is not 
overwhelmed by massive infections over a short period 
of time.

MEC Pillay, who is the MEC Champion for 
uMgungundlovu District, said this while speaking at a 
special briefing held at the Hilton Community Hall. He said 
holding the meeting in Hilton was symbolic as this was 
where the first confirmed case of COVID-19 was reported 
on 5 March 2020 .

“We could have held the meeting in 
Pietermaritzburg but we brought it here because 
we also we believe this will help us remove any 
possibility of stigmatisation and deal with this  objectively.”

The meeting attended by 50 people included 
Mayors, Speakers, Municipal Managers from the District 
and Local Municipalities. Other stakeholders who 
attended the meeting included amakhosi, religious 
leaders and representatives from the South African Police 
Service.

MEC Pillay reminded those in attendance of the 
package of responses by government which include 
measures to prevent rapid transmissions and interventions 
of cushioning the blow on the economy, workers and 
businesses.

He said government will also be strict on those who want 
to exploit government procurement related to COVID-19 
containment efforts.

“There is going to be a need for emergency procurement 
but that procurement cannot take place in a willy nilly 

way,” he warned.
The MEC added that there are transversal contracts 
that government has entered into. Procuring outside 
these is only allowed where the price is not higher than 
that of the transversal contract and where quality is not 
compromised.

UMgungundlovu Mayor, Councillor Thobekile 
Maphumulo echoed the sentiments calling on everyone 
to work together in efforts to disseminate information 
especially to the rural areas and to squatter camps.

“I am convinced that if we work together we will conquer 
this epidemic. And if we go out to our communities and 
disseminate information I am sure that we will conquer,” 
Mayor Maphumulo said.

MEC Pillay handed over thousands of posters and 
pamphlets to all municipalities within the uMgungundlovu 
District. These posters and pamphlets contained
information on the virus and how it spreads and will be 
distributed across all Wards in the District.

Inkosi NW Zondi, a representative of the local House 
of Traditional Leaders, said AmaKhosi will work with
government to ensure that the key messages on
COVID-19 reach the rural communities.

“Whenever there is a crisis, every Traditional 
Leader must play his/her part in dealing with it. As we are 
currently faced with this crisis I want to say that as 
traditional leaders in this District we will play our part.”

Inkosi Zondi applauded President Ramaphosa and the 
provincial government for the quick response in dealing 
with COVID-19 in the country. Inkosi Zondi also urged the 
provincial government to ensure that there is enough 
water and sanitisers at traditional courts and at pension 
payout points in rural areas.

MEC Pillay said the province will be watching carefully 
the issue of water supply. 

Other stakeholders also expressed their willingness to
assist government in efforts in disseminating 
information and other supplies should the need arise. 

MEC Pillay at the Hilton Community Hall where he hosted a meeting with various structures in the uMgungundlovu District. 
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HELPING DISTRESSED FAMILIES DURING THE COVID-19 LOCKDOWN 

54
KwaZulu-Natal Treasury - Guardian of the Public Purse 

As part of the KwaZulu-Natal provincial government’s efforts to help distressed communities during the National 
Lockdown, KZN Treasury visited Motala Farm near Pinetown to handover dozens of food parcels to deserving families.

Sixty food parcels containing various basic items were distributed by Finance MEC, Mr. Ravi Pillay, and 
his team to the vulnerable beneficiaries, most of whom were families without any form of income. The 
department worked closely with a local religious leader to identify deserving families in various parts of the settlement.

MEC Pillay said the gesture is meant to mitigate the negative impact of the lockdown which has led to many people, 
especially the unemployed and those who are in the informal sector, unable to make a living.

“We are grateful for the support we are receiving from all social partners especially the religious sector, civil society 
and the business sector. The social compact we have formed ensures that the resources at government’s disposal are 
augmented and can thus reach as many people as possible. We call on all stakeholders to ensure that the most 
vulnerable in society are taken care of. During this difficult time we have to work and stand together, so we can 
cushion our communities from any devastation which may result from the slow economic activity associated with the 
lockdown,” MEC Pillay said.

He concluded by encouraging all citizens to adhere to the lockdown regulations so as to continue flattening the 
curve of infections.

MEC Pillay and Ministry HOM Mr. Harcharan handed out food parcels to help distressed communities.
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As we all know, the Covid-19 pandemic was declared a national disaster in South Africa in the 
latter parts of March 2020, and this was followed by a declaration of a national lockdown that 
commenced at midnight on 26 March 2020. This initial lockdown was a level 5 lockdown which 
severely limited the movement of people in South Africa, as the virus spreads faster when people move around.

The aim of this initial stringent lockdown period was to allow the country to “flatten the curve” of 
infections, and to use this time to prepare its response to this pandemic, especially in the 
Health sector. The President also announced that the country would put forward a R500 billion 
response package toward Covid-19. This response package was in part to fund the actual health 
response, but also to support the economy and the people of South Africa in this pandemic.

In funding this R500 billion, the President indicated that R100 billion would be cut from national departments, 
and R30 billion would be cut from the nine provinces. The size of this cut per province is made by using the 
provincial equitable share formula, which means that KwaZulu-Natal’s budget will be cut by R6.210 
billion. The support package indicated that R20 billion would go back to provinces, though, mainly to assist in 
funding the provincial health response and KwaZulu-Natal can therefore expect to receive a share of this 
R20 billion.

This means that the province has entered an intense phase of budget reprioritisation a mere few weeks 
after the 2020/21 budget was tabled in the Provincial Legislature on provincial budget day. All 
departments and public entities must delve into their budget, line by line, to find the financial 
resources needed to return R6.210 billion to National Treasury. This is no easy exercise, as you can imagine. Work 
in this regard is ongoing and the proposals in this regard were initially presented to Cabinet on 8 May 2020, but a 
further submission will be made shortly as the numbers initially presented fell short of the total amount needed. 

Besides the budget cuts mandated by the President, the restrictions as a result of the various levels of 
lockdown have meant that provincial own revenue will also take a knock, largely due to lower tourism 
income collected by one of our public entities, and also lower casino taxes as this industry has not been 
able to operate since the national lockdown began. As this revenue forms part of the fiscal framework, any
reduction in these revenue means that there need to be expenditure budget cuts of an equivalent amount.

Since the declaration of the state of disaster, the provincial Department of Health has 
been hard at work getting various quarantine and isolation centres prepared, ensuring 
increased ICU facilities, while looking at increased needs in terms of medical equipment, 
staffing, tracer teams, and so forth. The Department of Social Development has been tasked with 
assisting destitute families with food parcels, as well as caring for the homeless during this time. 

The Department of Education has been hard at work getting our schools ready so that learners can return to 
school, in a phased manner, with sanitising facilities, masks, social distancing spaces, and so forth in place. All 
these responses cost money, and Provincial Treasury has been working with these departments on a daily basis 
to understand what all these responses will cost the province.

A lot of work has gone, and continues to go, into the budget reprioritisation exercise to look at ways that the 
Covid-19 response can be funded and a lot of difficult decisions need to be taken. This is definitely a “business 
unusual” year. 

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE PROVINCIAL BUDGET WRITES MRS. TANYA STIELAU 
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KZN PREMIER AND FINANCE MEC CALL ON THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO PARTNER WITH GOVERNMENT IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF KWAZULU-NATAL AND GIVE ASSURANCE ON CORONAVIRUS

KwaZulu-Natal Premier Sihle Zikalala and Finance MEC Ravi 
Pillay have called on the private sector to partner with 
government in eradicating unemployment, poverty and
inequality saying building a common future will require the 
cooperation of all social partners.

“What is important for us is to focus on growing our 
economy and we believe that growing the 
economy will come if we intensify investment, 
be it domestic or foreign. Therefore, we are 
continuing to ensure that there is a conducive 
environment for investors in KwaZulu-Natal,” Premier Sihle
Zikalala said.

Speaking at the KZN Treasury’s Post Budget Business 
breakfast held at the Durban ICC, the Premier said that as 
part of co-ordinated efforts to boost the economy of the 
province, the provincial government is prioritising the 
rollout of infrastructure.

“We are establishing a war room on job creation and 
infrastructure so that we unlock all the bottlenecks 
hindering progress when it comes to infrastructure 
development.”

The Post Budget Business Breakfast was attended by over 
200 guests including captains of industry, business leaders 
and academics. The event is held annually as a platform 
for government to engage a variety of stakeholders on 
the provincial budget.

The R138 billion provincial budget tabled by Finance 
MEC Ravi Pillay breathes life to some of the commitments 
outlined by the Premier in the State of the Province 
Address.

MEC Pillay said in the next financial year, the provincial 
government will be spending a total of R17 billion on
infrastructure. “Yes we had to deal with budget cuts 
but we are proud that we were able to protect our 
infrastructure spend and service delivery line items,” MEC 
Pillay said.

Premier Zikalala also used the opportunity to assure the 
business community that cases of COVID-19 in the 
province are being attended to and there is no need 
to press panic buttons. “Our message to the business 
community is that they must not panic. All workplaces 
should ensure that they follow and adhere to healthy 

standards such as washing of hands, providing all 
equipment and material for people to wash 
their hands such as sanitisers, soap and water.”

The Premier said plans to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
have been put in place. These include intensified checks 
at all entry points. He added that four hospitals in the 
province have been identified as sites to deal with the 
virus.

“We take a strong and dim view against those 
people who continue to make this issue a joke. 
It’s not a joke. We’re dealing with a very sensitive 
matter and we request everyone to take this matter 
very seriously. We also want people on social media 
platforms to treat this issue with care,” the Premier said.

For the 8th year, the business breakfast was sponsored 
by Absa, highlighting the bank’s support for the growth 
of the economy in KwaZulu-Natal.“Growth is central to 
Absa’s new strategy. Working with government and other
 stakeholders to grow the economy remains pivotal to our 
ambition, which is embodied in our purpose statement: 
‘Bringing your possibility to life’,” said Ronnie Mbatsane, 
Absa’s Managing Executive for KZN and Mpumalanga.

Mbatsane continued: “It is clear that our collective
responsibility to grow the economy in KwaZulu-Natal, 
whilst also supporting Youth Empowerment and job 
creation, cannot be understated. We have 
heeded the call in KwaZulu-Natal for SMME funding and 
have earmarked R500 million towards funding SMMEs 
working with government. To date, we have dispersed 
over R158 million to 51 SMMEs – 65% of the recipients are 
African females. To further bolster the call to empower 
the youth, 60% of the recipients fall into this category.”

Supporting Women Entrepreneurship remains a 
critical component of Absa’s Enterprise Development 
approach. In 2019, the bank commenced a 
journey of profiling women entrepreneurs through radio 
and print media (at their own cost). Through different 
guarantees, Absa also continues to assist both women 
and youth to navigate the start-up funding challenge by 
providing alternative security to secure funding.“We have 
heard the call from government around strengthening 
Economic Development within the province,” he 
concluded.
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SANITIZATION OF JIKA JOE INFORMAL SETTLEMENT IN PIETERMARITZBURG

MEC Ravi Pillay together with the mayors of uMgungundlovu, Msunduzi and uMshwathi Municipalities took part in the 
sanitization of Jika Joe Informal Settlement in Pietermaritzburg.

They joined a team of EPWP workers in sanitising structures and communal spaces in the settlement which is one of the 
largest in the KZN capital.

The exercise, which was also carried out simultaneously at Sacca and Merrivale informal settlements in Pietermaritzburg, 
forms part of the province-wide Informal Settlements Sanitisation Programme launched by Premier Sihle Zikalala in the 
Ilembe district.

The programme is part of the province’s bid to curb the spread of infections, especially Covid-19. Speaking in his 
capacity as District Champion, MEC Pillay said informal settlements were potential hotspots for the spread of infections 
due to them being densely populated.

As part of the programme, additional stand pipes have been added and 14 000 bars of soap distributed at the three 
informal settlements.

Other work being undertaken as part of the programme includes intensified solid waste removal, clearing of illegal 
dumping sites, cleaning out of VIP toilets and unblocking storm waters drains.

MEC Pillay said all the measures being undertaken in response to Covid-19 will only bear fruit if we remain disciplined. 
“The lockdown will only be successful if we are highly disciplined. That discipline of how we conduct ourselves is going to 
be critical even after the lockdown is lifted," MEC Pillay said.

UMgungundlovu District leadership during the sanitisation of Jika Joe Informal Settlement to curb the spread of COVID-19. 
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UNLOCKING A CAPABLE STATE WITH CAPABILITIES IS KEY IN RESPONDING TO COVID-19, 
SAYS MEC PILLAY

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the economy of KwaZulu-Natal could see employment in the province 
dropping by up to 14.6% while the contraction of the global economy is projected at -3%.

This was one of the remarks by KZN Finance MEC, Ravi Pillay, who was speaking during a talk at a webinar 
(online seminar/discussion) hosted by the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
(EDTEA). “We mustn’t delude ourselves as to the nature of the crisis that we have. This reality must underpin all our 
considerations,” MEC Pillay said.

He added that as part of the responses to the pandemic, government will be reprioritizing R130 billion from the 
national and provincial government budgets. Of this amount, R100 billion will come from the national budget while R30 
billion will be reprioritized from provincial budgets.

“Our province being the size it is, we can expect that we will have to carry about R6 billion of that R30 billion. We have to
reprioritize to fund that cut, but we should not be despondent because there will be money coming back in the 
main to three departments. The first one is Health for obvious reasons, the second one is the Department of Social 
Development and at national level to the Department of Defence because of the costs of the mobilization of some 
70 000 members of the SANDF.”

The province will also have to look holistically at all the budget flows into the province, he added. “As a province we
currently have a R138 billion budget but 63% of that goes to salaries mainly in Education and Health. We have 
national departments and national agencies like Sanral and the Ports Authority that implement programmes 
here and we also have municipalities that are responsible for approximately R80 billion in budgets. We have 
to take this full spectrum and interrogate it to see what we need to do in responding to this pandemic”.

MEC Pillay emphasized the major role that the state has to play in dealing with the pandemic. That is why unlocking a 
capable state with capabilities has emerged one of the main tasks.

“To simplify it, a capable state is where people employed in the state are of high skill, working effectively; and
efficiently and with capabilities which means having systems and policies that work,” he explained. MEC
Pillay used the opportunity to also provide information on the government’s R500 billion economic relief package 
announced by President Ramaphosa. He said the province was quite confident that given its population, 
demographics and other factors, it will get its fair share, estimated at about 20% of that amount which will be 
disbursed through various instruments.

MEC Pillay concluded by saying there will be greater monitoring and evaluation aspect to ensure the province gets 
value for money and that the funds are used for what they are meant and not lost to malfeasance and that “how 
we use the money we have and what value do we get from it will be very critical going forward”.
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MEC PILLAY VISITS GOVERNMENT FACILITIES TO MONITOR ADHERENCE TO COVID-19 REGULATIONS

As the country entered the 10th day of the National Lockdown, KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC Ravi Pillay visited 
various sites in Phoenix as part of the ongoing oversight related to efforts to curb the rapid spread of Covid-19.
The MEC’s oversight activities included follow-up visits to the Phoenix Police Station and the Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Hospital. The visit to the two institutions, was his second in one week and is meant to ensure that the 
institutions are well equipped to prevent the rapid spread of the virus and that they are in compliance with the National 
Lockdown regulations.

At the Phoenix Police Station, MEC Pillay inspected the cells where those arrested in contravention of the lockdown 
regulations were being kept pending their scheduled court appearance this morning. The MEC was satisfied with 
the level of cleanliness and the general conditions of the cells and applauded the police for enforcing the National 
Lockdown regulations meant to curb the rapid spread of Covid-19. MEC Pillay also  received reports on arrests and the 
trends that were emerging in various crime categories including domestic violence.

At Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Hospital the MEC was impressed by the infection controls put in place to curb the 
potential spread of the virus. He was also pleased by the innovation shown by the Hospital as its in-house pharmacy was 
now producing its own hand sanitiser.

The MEC concluded his work by visiting a proposed emergency shelter for the homeless which has been set up at 
the Univale Sports Grounds. The shelter has the capacity to accommodate 200 people and was coordinated by the 
eThekwini Municipality.

MEC Pillay and Ministry HOM Mr. Harcharan during the inspection of government facilities in Phoenix. 



210
KwaZulu-Natal Treasury - Guardian of the Public Purse KwaZulu-Natal Treasury - Guardian of the Public Purse 

ONE HOME, ONE GARDEN CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 

KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC, Ravi 
Pillay expressed confidence that 
the province’s One Home One 
Garden programme could spark the 
revival of the spirit of agriculture across 
communities in the province.

Speaking in Dambuza, outside 
Pietermaritzburg during the district 
launch of the programme, Pillay said 
he believed the initiative would inspire 
thousands of households to establish 
their home gardens, something which 
will contribute greatly to food and 
nutrition security.

A total of 1600 households across 
uMgungundlovu District as 
direct beneficiaries of the 
programme and will 
receive production inputs 
such as fertilizer, seeds and 
implements. “Here in Msunduzi there 
are 310 of these homes that are 
beneficiaries and we 
are launching the first ten gardens 
and then it will roll out,” said MEC 
Pillay speaking in his capacity as 
District Champion.

The programme formed part of the 
provincial government’s support to 
the vulnerable, most of whom have 
been at the receiving end of the 
economic crisis sparked by the 
Covid-19  pandemic.

MEC Pillay, said providing support 

to the vulnerable forms part of the 
four main pillars of government’s 
response to Covid-19. The vulnerable 
include people who have been laid 
off work, put on short time or unpaid 
leave, casual workers and those in 
the informal sector.
“There is a big basket of citizens who 
are declared vulnerable and that is 
why we have relief such as the top-
up of grants, the special grants and 
food relief programmes. But over 

and above that, linking the relief with 
economic activity is this type of One 
Home One Garden Programme”.
He added: “This garden will not only 
feed this family. Handled properly 
they could generate a surplus to sell 
to neighbours and if it is replicated 
many times over, then the cumula-
tive effect of it will be significant."

MEC Pillay emphasized that even 
without Covid-19, the One Home 
One Garden remains an important 
initiative given its potential to revive 
agriculture in the province.

The District launch was attended by 
Speaker of Msunduzi Municipality 
Cllr Eunice Majola-Zondi, Mayor of 
uMshwathi Municipality Cllr 
Mandla Zondi and the Mayor of 
Mooi Mpofana Cllr Xolani Duma.

MEC Pillay visited two of the ten 
households where he handed over 

water storage tanks, seedlings,
fertiliser and implements such as 
watering cans, garden fork and a 
hoe. The programme concluded 
with MEC Pillay planting fruit trees and 
vegetables seedlings.

An unemployed mother, Delisile 
Mbhele expressed gratitude 
saying she would not only 
produce vegetables for her own 
consumption but is hoping that 
she can sell the surplus to other 
people so as to make ends meet.

Another beneficiary, 26-year-old
 Philile Nsele said she believed her new 
garden would help her to put food 
on the table for her sister and child. 
While she has never done gardening 
before she remained optimistic that 
she will have good produce soon.

Zibusiso Dlamini, the Chief 
Director for Agricultural  
Services  at the KZN Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
said, through the programme, the 
government wants to encourage 
people to take food production into 
their own hands. “This is a provincial 
programme and we have allocated 
almost  R10 million towards rolling it 
out,” Dlamini said.

MEC Pillay helps communities with gardening during the launch of the One Home, One Garden Campaign. 
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ROYAL SHOWGROUNDS FIELD HOSPITAL OFFICIALLY OPENED

The Royal Showgrounds Covid-19 Field Hospital was officially opened by Premier 
Sihle Zikalala. Joining the Premier at the official opening were Finance MEC Ravi Pillay, Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane 
Zulu, Education MEC Kwazi Mshengu and the Mayor of Msunduzi Municipality Mzi Thebolla.

MEC Pillay is the champion MEC for uMgungundlovu, one of three districts which will be serviced by the facility. The Field 
Hospital is equipped with 254 isolation beds and will service UMgungundlovu, Harry Gwala, and UThukela districts.

“Another field hospital, the Durban Exhibition Centre, is being constructed on our behalf by the National Department 
of Health. This has put us in a good position to be able to accommodate patients who need to be quarantined while 
waiting for their test results; and to isolate and treat those who have tested positive. 

In just a few months, we have created 7111 beds in the Province through extensive renovations and repurposing of our 
own hospitals, establishment of field hospitals,” said Premier Zikalala.

Other facilities that have been re-purposed include Clairwood Hospital, Wentworth Hospital, Richmond Hospital, Dundee 
Hospital and Niemeyer Hospital.

“In addition to this, the KZN Department of Health has also entered into agreements with a few hotels, B&Bs 
and resorts, which will give us more than 4000 beds as and when needed. We would like to thank the Royal Show 
Grounds who have joined hands with us, and allowing us to use their facilities as we mount a united front against 
this common enemy that is COVID–19, they have shown a remarkable sense of patriotism,” the Premier said.

MEC Pillay, MEC Simelane and KZN Premier Zikalala during the official opening of the Royal Showgrounds Field Hospital.
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KZN WELCOMES CUBAN DOCTORS TO HELP FIGHT COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The KwaZulu-Natal provincial government formally 
welcomed the cohort of 28 Cuban medical 
practitioners who will be deployed across all 11 KZN 
districts to bolster the fight the Covid-19 pandemic.

Premier Sihle Zikalala, Health MEC Nomagugu 
Simelane-Zulu and Finance MEC Ravi Pillay who 
is also the District Champion for uMgungundlovu
District welcomed the medical practitioners in Hilton.

MEC Pillay said welcoming the doctors in Hilton was 
symbolic as Patient Zero came from the area. MEC
Pillay said while the Covid-19 infections in the 
uMgungundlovu District were lower, compared to 
those in eThekwini and Ilembe, there is no time to relax. 

“We are neighbours to eThekwini which has been 
identified as the epicentre of Covid-19 
infections. We also have a special vulnerability 
because of the high prevalence of HIV infections in this 
district and so we cannot relax,” commented MEC Pillay.

MEC Simelane-Zulu, said many of the medical 
practitioners – who include two epidemiologists, four 
health technicians, and family physicians – will be 
deployed across all eleven districts but focus will be in 

eThekwini, Ilembe and the uMgungundlovu districts.

Premier Zikalala expressed gratitude to the Cuban 
medical practitioners saying: “South Africa and our
province cannot repay your efforts and 
sacrifices. We can only express our sincere 
gratitude for choosing to join our people in this fight 
against a virus that seeks to undermine all the gains 
we have achieved together over many decades.”

The Premier further called on the people of 
KwaZulu-Natal to extend the great hospitality that they are 
known for.

“And we call on them once more to know that 
without their co-operation and discipline, we will not 
overcome this enemy. Covid-19 is an enemy which requires a 
complete transformation of behaviour. We urge all 
our people to continue to avoid crowded places, to 
practice regular hand hygiene, and to observe social 
distancing.”

Cuban doctor Juan Depestre said Cuba shared a strong 
bond and friendship with South Africa adding that they 
were happy to help the country fight the Covid-19 
pandemic.

28 Cuban medical practitioners welcomed by Premier Zikalala, MEC Pillay and MEC Nomagugu Simelane.  
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MEC PILLAY VISITS A TEMPORARY SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS AND PENSION PAYOUT POINTS

KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC, Ravi 
Pillay, commended the Msunduzi 
Municipality and other stakeholders 
for efforts to ensure adherence to 
the national lockdown regulations.

MEC Pillay, who is also the Champion 
MEC for uMgungundlovu District, was 
speaking after visiting a temporary
shelter for the homeless and two
pension payout points in 
Pietermaritzburg to monitor adher-
ence to the lockdown regulations.

Accompanying the MEC on the 
visits were leaders of the Msunduzi 
Municipality, including Mayor Cllr 
Mzimkhulu  Thebolla, Deputy Mayor 
Cllr Inderjith Manilal, Speaker Cllr 
Eunuce Majola-Zondi and Chief Whip 
Cllr Vusi Ntshangase.

Visiting the homeless shelter estab-
lished at the old Transnet offices in 
Pietermaritzburg, MEC Pillay 
expressed satisfaction that the 
facility had been able to respond 
substantially to the challenge.

The temporary facility, a response 
to the pronouncement of a   
national lockdown, not only en-
sures that the homeless have shelter 

and meals but has also been used 
to screen more than 200 homeless 
people for various ailments.
Of those screened by the medical 
team from the Department of Health 
at the premises, some were referred 
to nearest healthcare facilities to 
receive medical attention.

“Because of the profile of the 
constituency we are dealing with, we 
are finding people with illnesses, TB 
in particular.  Of course we are very 
concerned of what the impact would 
be should there be an incident of
COVID-19 in this context,” MEC Pillay 
said.

The MEC was satisfied that the 
majority of people at the facility were 
disciplined but mentioned that 
he had received a report from 
officials that there was a small number 
who were difficult to control and this 
would be due to them suffering from
withdrawal symptoms.

MEC Pillay said methadone was-
medication used to alleviate 
withdrawal symptoms. However 
doctors were prescribing 
alternative  medication to 
manage the withdrawal symptoms. A 

team from the Department of Social 
Development was also on site to 
offer psycho-social support. A 
co-ordinated approach was 
also developed to ensure 
participation by civil society 
organisations dealing with drug 
dependence.

Residents, civil society formations 
and businesses operating in Pieter-
maritzburg have also come on board 
donating food, blankets, clothes and 
other supplies to the facility. 
Mayor Mzimkhulu Thebolla said the 
challenge facing authorities was 
to ensure that there is continuous 
education of the public so that they 
understand that the intention of the 
lockdown is in the best interest of all 
South Africans. “Our intention is not 
to harass people but to save lives,” 
the Mayor said.

MEC Pillay also expressed 
appreciation to all those who played 
their part to deal with the pandemic.
He concluded by saying that the 
crisis had given an opportunity to 
look at sustainable ways in which 
the issue of homelessness could be 
attended to in various cities.

MEC Pillay and the local leadership during the inspection of the homeless shelter and pension payout points. 
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PROVINCIAL LAUNCH OF THE COVID-19 COMMUNITY TESTING AND SCREENING PROGRAMME

KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC Ravi Pillay says uMgungundlovu District is a strategic region in the fight against the spread 
of Covid-19 infections in the province.

This is why the district Command Council, which MEC co-chairs, has been working with other partners such as traditional 
leaders, civil society, business and religious formations to ensure that there is a well-coordinated response to Covid-19 
at District level.

MEC Pillay said the district had the second largest population after eThekwini and therefore has a huge responsibility in 
the fight against Covid-19.

He however warned that while a lot of good work has been done, there is no time for complacency. MEC Pillay 
said this while speaking at the provincial launch of the Covid-19 Community Testing and Screening Programme. The 
programme was launched by Premier Sihle Zikalala and Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane-Zulu.

The launch, held at the Jika Joe Informal Settlement in Pietermaritzburg was attended by healthcare 
workers who will embark on home visits to conduct the screening and testing.

Premier Sihle Zikalala said there are 565 screening and testing teams composed of 1130 cadres who will be working 
pairs. The teams are constituted mostly enrolled nurses. In addition to this, there are 90 teams focusing on road blocks 
and 620 tracer teams. 

After the formal launch of the programme, Premier Zikalala, MEC Pillay and MEC Simelane-Zulu visited various homes at 
the settlement where they conducted screenings which involved residents being asked to complete a questionnaire 
and having their temperature measured. If there were any symptoms displayed, a specimen was taken for testing.

Provincial Executive duing the  launch of the Covid-19 community testing and screening programme at Jika Joe.


